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MY BRETHREN, 


ALTHOUGH your cauſe as Pro- 
teſtant Difſenters, is in cloſe connexion with 
tiat of Liberty and Religion; and your late 
claims on the Legiſlature, moſt juſt and equi- 
table ; you maſt expect that many will triumph 
and exult in the late formidable oppoſition in 
the Houſe of Commons to your application for 
the Repeal of the Sacramental Teſt and Corpora- 
tion A.. Allowance muſt be made for deep- 
rooted prejudices, and for the flowneſs with 
which reaſon hath been found to operate, even 
iu Britons, when intereſt and ambition oppoſed. 
Freedom of inquiry, and openneſs ts conviftion, 
have not been inculcated and encouraged by 
any deſcription of men as they are by you. 
The requiſition of fubſcription to numerous 
doQrinal articles of religion in our famed Uni- 
verfities, and the neceſſity laid upon the Clergy 
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to repeat that ſubſcription ; muſt be ſuppoſed, 
in no ſmall degree, to ſhackle the mind, and 
prevent that extenſive reading, and free en- 
quiry, which are antidotes to bigotry, and the 
friends of improvement. You have been, more 
than others, in the habit of diſtinguiſhing between 
ſpeculative opinions in religion, and overt act 
civil, and ſacred things—Cbriftianity, and the 
State—the Kingdom of Chrift, and that which 
Men may erect and ſupport. You are not to 
expect that the members of an eſtabliſhment in 
general, and ſtill leſs thoſe who enjoy great 
temporal emoluments from it, will ſtudy the 
rights of men and citizens, fo cloſely, Or ac- 
knowledge them, if ſeen, ſo readily, as thoſe 
to whom ſuch rights are, in part, denied. 


Whether your Opponents have rea/on to 
exult—whether ſound ſenſe, and clear, forcible, 
demonſtrative reaſoning ; were with the Majo- 
rity in the Honourable the Houſe of Commons in 
a late deciſion ; is a matter on which the public 
will think differently according to their attach- 
ments, and preconceived opinions. I with you 
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to think that you can have loſt nothing—that 
the cauſe vou hold fo dear, the cauſe of civil 
and religious liberty, muſt have gained, in 
reality, by the ſtriking and ſplendid efforts of 
its friends. It cannot be imagined, without 
reflecting on an Honourable Houſe, that the 
rature, ground and equity of your claim to be 
put on the ſame level with your feilow-ſubje&s, 
will not be better underſtood—that the pre- 
judices of no minds againſt you will be ſoftened 
—and thoſe arguments in your favour, which 
were left without refutation, be loſt on all thoſe 
who had their reaſons for voting againſt you, 
So familiar to your minds mult thoſe difhculties 
and hardſlips be which your Anceſtors ſuffered 
from bigoted Prieſts and Princes; in ſuch de- 
teſtation muſt you hold every perſecuting prin- 
ciple; and of ſuch importance muſt it appear 
to you to have the rights of men and citizens 
defined, whether they be granted you, or not ; 
taat you will confider as nothing any pains you 
have taken, or expence you have incurred, 
when compared with the, eventually, drawing 
forth che frit abilities in the realm, in the firſt 
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aſſembly in the world, in the cauſe of religious 
liberty and juſtice. When you think of the 
intereſted and groundleſs alarm, induftriouſly 
ſpread through the Kingdom, of the Church“ 
danger; the haſty inſtructions {ent to Members 
of Parliament; and the particular ſituation of 
the Houſe in the preſent ſeſſion 3 I cannot fee 
how the c /ex/e of that branch of the Legi 
Nature can be judged of from the late deciſion, 


I muſt, therefore, adviſe that you keep the 
object ftill in view—that you relinquiſh no 
claims you have a clear right to make—and 
that you aſſert thoſe claims, with manly firm- 
neſs, on every proper occaſion. 


But, warm as I am in the intereſt of a body 
of men to whom I am united on principle and 
conviction; between whom and their fellow- 
ſubjects an unjuſt, unmerited, invidious diſ- 
tinction is made; I cannot adviſe that you 
$re/+ this buſineſs on Parliament; nor concur 
with the wiſhes of thoſe who would bring it 
forward every ſeſſion. I am not fo clear as many 
that this lat application was well - timed. It “ 
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in the nature of man to hold that faſt which is 
attempted to be wreſted from him: and we fee 
it in the brutal world. I wiſh fome branch of 
the Legiſlature the honour of bringing this 
buſineſs forward : and, in this way, we ſhould, 
as a body, put a higher value on the acknow- 
ledgment, and grant of our rights. 


If any have, really, been alarmed on the 
Church's account ; why not give them time to 
enquire into the ground of that alarm—to make 
themſelves maſters of the queſtion, whether 
there 15 any connection between the eccleſiaſti- 
cal eſtabliſhment, and the repeal! applied for 
whether there is any thing in the principles, 
fpirit, and conduct of the preſent generation of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, that renders them inimi- 
cal to the State, and unworthy of any public 
Truſt—and whether there is not a wide dif- 
ference between an elegibilicy to an office, and 
the a?ual prfſeſien of that office? If our pre- 
tenfions will not bear the cloſeſt examination. 
the ſevereſt ſcrutiny, and ſtand every tett to 
which they can fairly be put; let them be 
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abandoned. The voice of reaſon is no more 
to be heard when men's paſſions are rouſed, and 
kept in ferment, than 2 whiſper in a ſtorm. To 
be calmly, and deliberately unjuſt, is not the 
character of Britons. 


On the ſuppoſition that Proteſtant Diſſenters 
remain as loyal and aſſectionate to the preſent 
illuſtrious Flovss on the Tyroms, as thoſe from 
whom they are deſcended ; and that they con- 
tinue to revere the Conſtitution of their country, 
as their Anceſtors did; I cannot doubt, for 2 
moment, that ill-grounded prejudices and jea- 
louſies will, by degrees, ſubſide—that Govern- 
ment will look with equal eye on all its faithful 
ſubjecta —thar the acts in queſtion will be repealed 
—and that in civil concerns, every unmerited and 
invidious diſtinction will be removed. This we 
may expect alſo from the regular progreſſion 
obſervable in almoſt every thing intereſting to 
individuals and ſociety, and that rapid alteration 
we fee in neighbouring States. Britain, that 
hath for ages taken the lead among the nations 
in every thing great and good, will never brook 
ta be ſecond to any in found Policy, Juſtice and 
Liberality. I 
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Is it the enthuſiaſm of attachment to the 
preſent Royal Houſe, for whoſe acceſſion to the 
throne of theſe realms, our Anceftors ſtood 
ready to brave every danger ; and whoſe zeal 
and ſervices ſucceſſive Princes of that Houſe 
gratefully acknowledged ; that prompts me, at 
this moment, to foretel that our preſent beloved 
Sovereign, or ſome ſucceeding Prince of his 
blood, will put an end to every undeſerved 
diſcrimination among his ſubjects; and uſe 
every conſtitutional influence, that the moſt 
ſolemn Rite of religion, be no longer perverted 
from its moſt clear deſign; and that every 
real grievance under which any deſcription of 
men labour, within the realm, may be redreſſed ? 


As the queſtion of the Repeal involves in it 
a ſacred Rite of Chriſtianity, the nature and 
deſign of which the Dignicaries in the national 
church muſt underſtand ; may we not ſuppoſe 
that, in the late buſineſs, they may have been 
jealous of the Laity, leſt they ſhould have the 
great honour of removing not only an ill-judged, 
neficient Teſt, but reſcuing a holy ordinance 
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Much may have been done by Clerical influence 
to defeat your renewed attempt, that the Heads 
of the Church might have the renown of cauC. 
ing in*quity no longer to be eſtabliſhed by 
Law; and that the Lord's Supper may be 
delivered from its preſent groſs abuſe, and ap- 
plied folely to a divine purpoſe ; a believing, 
grateful and affectionate remembrance of Him 
who is the light of this dark, and the life of 
this dead worid, and on whoſe mediation and 
and ſpirit of Chriſtianity is love—fince infidels 
have brought forward this very application of 
the ſacrament to purpoſes merely civil, in proof 
that religion is nothing more than an engine of 
ſtate—and have urged the intolerant and perſe- 
cuting ſpirit of one party of Chriſtians agaiuft 
another, as an objection againſt the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation itſelt ; may not the Heads of the 
Church, to whole abilities, learning and piety, 
I chearfully ſubſcribe, be juſtly ambitious of the 
honour of taking the lead in a buſineſs which 
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hath lately engaged the attention of the lower 
Houſe of Parliament? It would be, to the 1:4 
degree, uncandid to ſuppoſe that they can be 
ſerious in objet᷑ting againſt an innovation as /«c4, 
when they cannot but know that not only the 
Reformation from Popery, but Chriſtianity it- 


ſelf was an innovation. 


Were I, chen, worthy to adviſe my Brethren, 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters, it ſhould be that they 
poſtpone their application to Parliament for more 
ſeſſions than one—that they give thoſe at the 
Helm, and the Nation at large, full opportunity 
of examining the matter in queſtion ; revolving 
it in a more cool and diſpaſſionate manner than 
can be expected in the ſhort interval of Parlia- 
ment;—and to {ee whether redreſs will not origin- 
ate from a quarter not only more powerful, but 
lefs likely to awake ſuſpicions in the minds of 
tioſe who unaccountably connect the Sacramental 
Teſt, and Corperation Acts, with the ſafety of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church. 


In the mean time, be Examples of Loyalty; 
c* that firm, uiſhaken attachment to the 
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preſent Royal Houſe, that dilinguiſhed your 
Anceftors, and which, in a late memorable 
debate, was mentioned to their honour, and 
univerfally :Cmitted. It is reaſonable to allow 
a ſuong er predilection in his preſent Majeſty to 
the eilabliſhed Church, ard its members, con- 
fidering the place of lis birth and education, 
than vas found in thoie great Princes from 
whom hc is deſcended. Continue to give the 
moſt unequivoca! proof of your friendly diſpo 
fition tow . ds his Perſon, Family, and Govern- 
ment, by harbouring no ſuſpicion of unkind 
intentions towards you—by voiding every 
thing that would weaken the hands of Go- 
vernment—and by contributing our part to 
the nece ifarv expences of the nation. with plea- 
ſure. Inſtil into the minds of your children 
loyal vrinciples ; : un them up to a right un- 
derftanding of the great outlines of the Con- 
ſtitution of their Country; lead them to ſee in 
what its unrivalled excellency coaliſts ; and let 


them learn from you to con:ider their Sovereign 
as © the Miniſter of God for good.” In vour 
clots, where no eye fees you —when you daily 
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bow before the Family Altar—and when you 
worthip the King of Kings in the folemn 
aſſembly ; let your prayers for your Sovereign 
be as conſtant, fincere, fervent and affectionate, 
as when the moſt powerful nations of Europe 
were combined againſt him; or when his Royal 
Perſon was viſited with the greate&t affliction 
incident to human nature. Should times of 
public danger return, look back for e:amples 
of Patriotiſm, to thoſe from whom you ſprung : 
be united, as the heart of one man, in your 
Country's cauſe : brave every difficulty : and 
expoſe both fortune and life for ine common 
weal, although your reward ſhould be, as here- 
tofore, only an a of indemnity. Let no ſup- 
poſed diſaffection to your Soverei all weight 
to his cares, one thorn to his crown, or cauſe 
one rellleſs hour at night. 


And, though a certain Miniſter of State may 
have ſomewhat diſappointed your tavguine 
hopes, and thoſe of many—may have firunk 
back from that Parliamentary Reform which 
gave birth to his populir fame —may have 
forwarded a ſyſtem unfriendly to the dear and 
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moſt ancient rights of your Country - and, in the 
late debate, advanced principles which, by fair 
deduQtion, would juſtify perſecution in all its 
dreadful forms ; with-hold from him no part 
of that honour which is his due : and look for- 
ward to the time when years ſhall have matured 
his underſtanding—when the hiſtory of Britain 
ſhall be more familiar to him—when he will be 
better acquainted with the principles, ſpirit and 
conduct of his fellow-ſubjeQ: of different deſcrip- 
tions—when his x ame will be his Monitor, and 
the Soul of his IAT FATHER Hir within him, 


At the approaching General Election, avoid 
all party ſpirit, and whatever might tend to 
widen the breach betwixt you and the members 
of the eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment. No Can- 
didate can have your ſuffrages who is not a 
ſuppoſed Friend to civil and religious liberty. 
That is a ſacrifice you are not at liberty to 
make. But there may be great abilities, and 
every thing eſſentially requiſite to conſtitute a 
Senator, where there are ſome remaining pre- 
judices, and miſtaken apprehenſions as to the 
connexien between the Sacramental Teſt and 
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the fafety of the Church : and, on the other 
hand, à Candidate for a ſeat in Parliament may 
have your ideas on a late agitated queſtion, 
who may be devoid of almoſt every qualification 
for filling fo high a Truſt with reputation to 
himſelf or advantage to his Country. Deny 
not that right of private judgment to others in 
matters, whether civil or ſacred, which you take 
to yourſelves ; and on which you juſtify your dif. - 
ſent from the Eſtabliſhed Church, and on which 
that Church muſt juſtify her diſſent from the 
Church of Rome. Let it not appear that you 
are ſoured by diſappointment, or that you have 
a wiſh to ſerve any cauſe in any other way than 
by ſound reaſon and argument. That you will 
give your ſupport to thoſe Candidates in pre- 
ference to any other, who, beſides deſerving 
well of their Conſtituents for their ability and 
uprightneſs in Parliament, have ſtept forward 
as your firm, unpenſioned advocates, and 
pleaded the common cauſe of men in con- 
nexion with your own ; 15 what the public may 
reaſonably expect, and what no thinking man 
can cenſure. But to ſuppert any individual 
for no other reaſon but his agreeing with you as 
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to the Repeal of the Sacramental Teſt ; ar to 
oppoſe ſolely on tn ground of a difference of 
opinion on tais ſingle queſtion, would be incon- 
ſiſtent with that diſintereſtedneſs and patriotiſm, 
which were exemplified, in a very ſtriking man- 
ner, by the Noncon:. rmiits, waen the excep- 
tionable, and, at this period needieſs, acts in 
queſtion paſlcd ; and Which have uniformly 
diitinguiſhed Nonconformiits from that time to 
the preſent. It would be a new thing among 
Proteſtant Diſtenters to prefer their private to 
the public good—a deviation from that in which 
vou have hitherto prided yourſelves ; and for 
which ſuch ample and public juſtice kath lately 
beer. done you in the great Scnate of the nation, 


Let there be nothing like aſperity againſt the 
members of the citabliſhed Church, whether 
Clergy or Laity, in your couverſation, conduct 
or writings. It can anſwer no valuable end. 
It would injure the caufe you have eſpouſed; 
prevent that calm, diſpaſſionate enquiry into 
your claims you wiſh ; and ſhew that you are 
defective in the ſpirit of Chriſtianity whatever 
adepts you may be in its ſpeculative principles 
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and opinions. In many ſubjects in diſpute, it 
is far better to loſe the argument than loſe one's 
temper. As the members of the eſtabliſhment 
are, in common with yourſelves, Chriſtians — 
Proteſtants—Worſhippers of one God, through 
one Med:ator, by one Spirt—Behevers in the 
Scriptures, as of divine original, the only ſuf- 
ficient rule of faith and practice, and the grand 
charter of the immortal hopes of men ; aad as 
kindneſs and charity are the animating, per- 
vading foul of that religion we profeſs ; ** let 
« us provoke one another only to love and 
„ good works ;”” and be ambitious of Abra- 
ham's great and noble Spirit, diſcovered when 
he {aid to Lot, Let there be no ſtrife, I pray 
«* thee, between me and thee, and between 
„my herdmen and thy herdmen: for we be 
* BRETHREY.” Return, in no inſtance, rail- 
ing for railing; and let the © overcoming 
evi] with good,” be a maxim never to be de- 
parted from by you. Do nothing that may, 
in any reſpect, weaken the hands, or retard the 
uſc ſulneſs of thoſe among the Clergy who have 
wer great Maſter's honour, ard the good of 
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ſouls at heart : and I muſt requeſt, in honour to 
your body at large, that you continue your 
aſſi ſtance to the inferior Clergy, in your reſpec- 
tive neighbourhoods, for whom, unhappily, not 
to ſay, unjuſtly, no adequate proviſion is made. 
Let your liberality and benevolence be your 
anſwer to every charge of a ſecret wiſh to un- 
dermine the Church; and to all the unkind 
and miltaken Reſolutions of aſſembled Clergy, 
or County Meetings. Leave the convenient 
Cry of Danger where you found it. Suſpe@ no 
it deſigns. ** Let all the ends you aim at be 
your God's, your King's, and Country's,” 


and you can have nothing to fear. In the 
goodneſs of your cauſe—in the general com- 


plexion and ſpirit of the times—in your Sove- 
reign's heart—and in the God you ſerve, you 
have an impenetrable ſhield. Who will harm 
* you, ; you be followers of that which is 
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nough, certainly, an unmerited, and, as I 
Judge, an impolitie diſtinction is made between 
you 
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vou and your fellow ſubje&s ; though you are 


debarred the privilege of ferving the Crown by 
land or ſea ; though vou are kept out of every 


corporate body in the Kingdom ; with-hold no 


ſervice you can do your Country by promoting 
arts and commerce, learning and religion. 
Let veur Patriotiſm diſcover itſelf in befriend- 
ing every deſign that hath in view the general 
good. Where the naked are to be clothed — 
where the young among the poor are to be 
inftruted—where want and wretchedneſs need 
2 home and ſhelter—where Hoſpitals are to be 
built, and ſupported, for the fons and daughters 
of affliction—let Diſſenters ſhew they have a 
heart to feel, and a hand to give. In the more 
humble walks of life, to which the policy of 
the times conſines you, promote the great inte- 


reſts of humanity ; and ſow the ſeeds of virtue, 


religion and happineſs wherever you go. You 
may viſit the haunts of woe, conſole the diſ- 
treſſed, be the poor widow's and orphan's 
friend, and do good a thouſand ways, without 
the Sacramental Teſt. On what conſecrated 
ground—at what altar—d:d HE qualify, who 
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vitted every part of his Country, and Eu- 
rope, (tor ends widely different from thoſe of 
every other Traveller, and which muſt give an 
unmortality to his name, ) that he might dive 
into the depths of Jungeons ; plunge into 
the infection of Hoſpitals ; ſurvey the man- 
** kons of ſorrow and pain; take the gauge 
and dimenſions of miſery, depreſſion and 
«« contempt z remember the forgotten; attend 
to the neglected ; viſit the forſaken ; and 
compare and collate, for the purpoſe of re- 
«« medying the diſtreſſes of men in all Coun- 
„tries; * and who hath at length greatly 
fallen, a martyr to humanity ? 


Let no diſputes on civil or eccleſiaſtical mat- 
ters, or the purſuit of any of your rights, 
how juſt ſo ever, abate your regard for 
God, the glorious cauſe of Chriſtianity, and 
that Goſpel by which all ſects and parties of 
Chriſtians will be judged. Remember that 
there are no intereits ſo dear and important as 


Mr. Burke's mention of Mr. Howard, in his Speech at 
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thoſe of religion—that religion lies at the 
foundation of the nobleſt hopes of man that 
there is no diſtinction between man and man 
ſo great as that which religion makes—and 
that neither the Britiſh State, nor the World, 
hath that to give which can compenſate a decay 
in religion, whether in the heart, or in the life. 
Let this engage your firſt concern; and to 
excel in this, be the object of your higheſt am- 
bition. Be examples of that ſtrict honour and 
integrity in all your tranſactions with your 
fellow ſubjects; that ſteady attachment to the 
principles of Chriſtianity ; and that ſupreme 
regard to God, which alone can render indi- 
viduals, or nations, great and happy. Let 
Parents, among you, initil into the minds of 
tzeir children whatever is eflential in religion; 
and by admonuition, the influence of a good 
example, fervent prayer, and every thing wiſ- 
com, affection and piety can ſuggeſt, train 
them up to be uſeful in their day, and do an 
honour to the Chriſtian name and character. 
Within the circle of your influence and con- 

nections, 
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nections, hold yourſelves bound to promote 
that cauſe your Foreſathers held moit dear, 
and for which many among them deeply ſuf. 
fered. In this wiy be ve © the Chanrtorts 
„ of the Rritili Isa AKL, and the Hontewrs 
thereof,“ in whatever eſtimation you may 
be held, or whatever the State may give or 


with-hold. 
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